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A .  SET TING

Da nv i l le i s  ser ved by a mu lt imoda l 

transportation system that connects 

residents to local and regional destinations 

v ia f reeways,  roadways,  t ra i l s ,  and publ ic 

transportation. The Town strives to balance the 

needs of all modes of travel on its road network by 

providing for pedestrian and bicycle connectivity, 

transit accessibility, and smooth vehicular f low. 

Danville’s roads are complemented by attractive 

and well-maintained streetscapes, miles of bicycle 

lanes and trails, crosswalks, sidewalks, and traffic 

calming features.

The emerging vision for transportation ref lects 

the mandate of California’s Complete Streets Act of 

2008, which requires communities to balance the 

needs of different modes of travel. In areas such as 

Downtown Danville, streets have been redesigned 

to make them safer and more comfortable for 

pedestrians. When combined with land use and 

design strategies, this can create more memorable 

places and a more livable community. Elsewhere 

in the Town, continued efforts are being made to 

improve connections between neighborhoods and 

make it easier and safer to travel without a car.

Mobility :  A New Way To Think About 
Transportation

Mobility refers to the movement of people and 

goods from one place to another. Previous Danville 

General Plans treated this topic as part of the 

“Public Facilities” Chapter and focused on roads 

and highways. The goal in prior General Plans 

was to keep traffic moving as smoothly as possible, 

usually through the construction of new roads or 

the improvement of intersections. 

Travel in Danville commonly occurs via private 

automobile, but it also may occur via bicycle, 

bus, on foot, or using other modes of transport. 

The shift in focus also recognizes that Danville 

residents have different mobility needs and physical 

capabilities. The Town’s residents include students, 

disabled persons, and senior citizens who may not 

be able to drive. Danville also includes commuters 

seeking alternatives to freeway traff ic, a local 

workforce using public transportation, and many 

residents who would prefer to walk or bicycle when 

making short trips, rather than using their cars. 

The broader view of transportation taken 

by the Mobility Chapter is compelled by state 

and regional programs to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions and encourage more sustainable 
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grow th. In 2008, the Cal i fornia legislature 

adopted SB 375, mandating the coordination of 

land use, transportation, and housing decisions. 

At a practical level, this means making more 

efficient use of existing transportation facilities, 

concentrating development in the centers of cities 

and towns rather than locating it on the edges, and 

making it easier to travel without a car. 

As noted above, transportation planning is also 

being reshaped by a concept known as “complete 

streets.” This concept recognizes that streets are 

more than just conduits for motorized vehicles, and 

should be designed to meet the needs of multiple 

modes of travel, including bicycles, pedestrians 

and transit users. The concept also ref lects the 

importance of streets in defining the character 

and aesthetic quality of a community. Streets are 

among the most important public spaces in a city 

or town, and serve a function that goes beyond 

circulation and access. A complete street also 

contributes to public health, by making walking 

and bicycling safer and more attractive. 

Mobility  Patterns in Danville

Danville’s land use pattern and relatively low 

densities, coupled with declining public transit 

service levels over the past decade, make driving 

the prevalent form of transportation in the town. 

As of the 2000 Census, about 80 percent of the 

town’s households owned two or more cars and less 

than three percent did not own a car. The American 

Community Survey for 2006-2010 indicates that 

the percentage of Danville households owning two 

or more cars has increased since 2000 and is now 

close to 90 percent. 

Commute patterns in the town also indicate 

heavy dependence on automobiles. The 2000 

Census reported that 79.5 percent of Danville’s 

employed residents drove alone to work. Another 

7.1 percent carpooled and 5.0 percent used 

public transportation. In 2000, only 0.8 percent 

of Danville’s residents biked or walked to work 

and 6.6 percent worked from home. The 2010 

American Community Survey shows that these 

percentages have not changed significantly since 

2000, although a larger percentage of residents (i.e., 

10 percent) now work from home.

Camino Tassajara. Photo courtesy of Paige Green.
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In 2012, Danville had more employed residents 

than jobs. This means there are more trips leaving 

than entering Danville in the morning peak hour, 

and vice versa during the evening peak hour. As 

of the 2000 Census, only 19 percent of the Town’s 

employed residents worked within Danvil le’s 

borders. Another 33 percent worked elsewhere 

in Contra Costa County. The remaining 48 

percent commuted to another county, principally 

Alameda, San Francisco, and Santa Clara Counties. 

Data from the American Community Survey for 

2006-2010 indicates the percentage of Danville 

residents working in Contra Costa County has 

edged up slightly in the last decade, in part due to 

a larger number of telecommuters and home-based 

businesses.

The Census also provides data on commute 

times. In 2000, the median commute time for 

Danville residents was 31 minutes each way. About 

17 percent of the Town’s employed residents had 

commutes of one hour or more. The 2006-2010 

American Community Survey indicates these 

figures were virtually the same in 2010 as they 

were a decade ago.

Street and Highway System

Streets and highways form the backbone of 

Danville’s circulation system. Streets are classified 

using several categories based on their functions 

and traffic volumes. These classifications in turn 

provide the basis for engineering design standards. 

The General Plan designates streets using 

the following categories: Major Arterial, Minor 

Arterial, Major Collector, Minor Collector, and 

Neighborhood Access Streets. The remaining 

streets are local streets that have the sole function 

of providing access to adjoining land uses. The 

text box at right shows the typical daily vehicle 

capacities associated with each street category. 

Figure 11 (and the accompanying text box on 

page 4-4) indicates how this classification system 

applies to Danville’s streets and Figure 12 shows 

these roads on a map, along with current (Year 

2010) traf f ic volumes. The capacit ies shown 

here are intended to be general guidelines for 

TYPICAL VEHICLE CAPACITIES ON 
DANVILLE STREETS,  BY TYPE (1)

Major Arterial	

Minor Arterial	

Major Collector	

Minor Collector	

Neighborhood Access	

Local

VEHICLES PER DAY

More than 15,000

10,000-15,000

5.000-15,000

3,500-10,000

1,500-3,500

<1,500

Source: Town of Danville, 2012

(1) Ranges listed here are intended as guidelines 

for planning purposes and are not absolute limits.

planning purposes and are not absolute limits. As 

the data and map indicate, several road segments 

are operating close to – or above – the ranges 

indicated in the text box. This should be taken 

into consideration when making future land use 

decisions, and when planning for improvements 

to the transportation network.

The predominant roadway corridor in Danville 

is Interstate 680, which bisects the town in a north 

to south direction. Within the town, Danville is 

accessed by freeway interchanges at Sycamore 

Valley Road, Diablo Road, El Cerro Boulevard, and 

El Pintado Road. The Crow Canyon interchange in 

San Ramon also provides a major point of access 

to Danville neighborhoods. 

Traffic conditions on the freeway and at the 

interchanges have a major inf luence on Danville 

and the levels of congestion found on surface streets 

within the Town. When an accident or unusual 

condition causes a breakdown in freeway traffic 

f low, the Town is immediately affected by traffic 

using Town streets to bypass the incident. San 

Ramon Valley Boulevard, Hartz Avenue, Danville 

Boulevard, and Camino Ramon are particularly 
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C L A S S I F IC AT ION  OF  DA N V I L L E  ROA D S  BY  T Y PE

M A J O R  A R T ERIA L

San Ramon Valley Boulevard (Railroad Avenue to Town limits)

Sycamore Valley Road (San Ramon Valley Boulevard to Camino Tassajara)

Camino Tassajara (Sycamore Valley Road to Town limits)

Crow Canyon Road (Camino Tassajara to Town limits) 

Diablo Road (Hartz Avenue to Camino Tassajara)

MIN O R  A R T ERIA L 

Danville Boulevard (Railroad Avenue to Town limits)

Hartz Avenue (San Ramon Valley Boulevard to Railroad Avenue)

Railroad Avenue (San Ramon Valley Boulevard to Hartz Avenue)

Camino Ramon (Greenbrook Drive to Sycamore Valley Road)

Green Valley Road (Diablo Road to Stone Valley Road)

Diablo Road (Camino Tassajara to Town limits)

El Cerro Boulevard (Danville Boulevard to Diablo Road)

Stone Valley Road (portion of ROW within Town limits only)

Blackhawk Road (Silver Maple Drive to Diablo Road, portion within Town limits)

M A J O R  C O L L EC T O R

Front Street (Diablo Road to Hartz Way)

Camino Ramon (Greenbrook Drive to Town limits)

Greenbrook Drive (Camino Ramon to Sycamore Valley Road)

El Capitan Drive (Crow Canyon Road to St. Regis Drive)

Camino Tassajara (Diablo Road to Sycamore Valley Road)

La Gonda Way (El Cerro Boulevard to Danville Boulevard)

MIN O R  C O L L EC T O R

La Gonda Way (El Cerro Boulevard to El Portal)

El Portal (Danville Boulevard to La Gonda Way)

Del Amigo Road (Danville Boulevard to Verona Avenue)

West El Pintado Road (El Cerro Boulevard to Diablo Road)

Hartz Way (Hartz Avenue to Front Street)

Sycamore Valley Road West (San Ramon Valley Boulevard to Calvary Court)

El Capitan Drive (St. Regis Drive to Camino Ramon)

Old Blackhawk Road (Camino Tassajara to Maison Drive)

Center Way (Crow Canyon Road to Tassajara Ranch Drive)

Lawrence Road (Camino Tassajara to Jasmine Way)

NEI G H B O RH O O D  AC C E S S 

El Pintado Road (La Gonda Way to El Cerro Boulevard)

*All roads not listed above are classified as “Local Streets” 	

 Source: Town of Danville, 2012
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susceptible to traff ic conditions on Interstate 

680. The Town discourages such diversions by 

maintaining and enforcing speed limits on Town 

roadways and designing roads in this corridor to 

limit fast-moving through-traffic.

Danville has a well-defined arterial roadway 

system that connects residential and commercial 

areas to the freeway. The El Cerro Boulevard/

Diablo Road/Blackhawk Road corridor and the 

Sycamore Valley Road/Camino Tassajara corridor 

both provide east-west circulation through the 

Town. While most segments of these roads have 

been improved to arterial standards, limited 

segments have been retained at two lanes in 

order to retain their rural or residential character. 

Crow Canyon Road provides a third east-west 

corridor along the Town’s southern border. The 

configuration of most of the Town’s arterials 

represents their maximum capacity and serves 

to control the speed and volume of pass-through 

traffic.

Danville Boulevard, Hartz Avenue, Railroad 

Avenue, and San Ramon Valley Boulevard form a 

north-south corridor on the west side of Interstate 

680. This corridor includes segments which have 

high levels of pedestrian and bicycle traffic as well 

as segments that are mostly auto oriented. On 

the east side of the freeway, Camino Ramon runs 

north-south between Crow Canyon and Sycamore 

Valley Roads. There are no other major north-

south arterials on the east side of I-680. 

Daily traf f ic volumes help to identify the 

appropriate classification for a street. Figure 12 

shows the daily traffic volumes that were counted 

by the Town of Danville in various locations during 

2010. The most recent available traffic counts from 

the California Department of Transportation 

(2010) are shown for I-680. In 2010, traffic volumes 

on Interstate 680 in Danville ranged from 167,000 

to 172,000 annual average vehicles per day, an 

increase in the range of about 16 to 18 percent 

since 1997. 

Other than I-680, the highest average daily trip 

(ADT) volumes are on Sycamore Valley Road east 

of I-680 (28,100 ADT), Camino Tassajara east 

of Sycamore Valley Road (25,300 ADT), Crow 

Canyon Road south of Camino Tassajara (24,600 

ADT), Diablo Road west of I-680 (21,900 ADT), 

Camino Tassajara east of Crow Canyon Road 

(22,100), and San Ramon Valley Boulevard south 

of Railroad Avenue (22,300 ADT). All of these 

higher volume streets are designated as Major 

Arterials. The average daily traffic volumes are all 

within 10 percent of the volumes recorded in 1998, 

with a few segments going up slightly and others 

going down slightly. 

The most critical time of the day for traffic 

operat ions in Danvi l le,  par t icu larly at key 

intersections, is the AM peak period, typically 

lasting from 7 to 9 AM. However, roadways 

paralleling I-680 experience their highest levels of 

congestion during the PM commute peak periods, 

largely due to shopping, service, and school-related 

traffic in and around Downtown Danville.

Historically, and consistent with standard 

practice in most cities, the performance of streets 

and intersections in Danville has been expressed 

through a measurement called “Level of Service” 

(LOS). In traff ic engineering practice, streets 

and intersections are classified into six “levels of 

service” ref lecting the degree of traffic congestion. 

Like a lettered report card, streets are graded on a 

scale from “A” to “F.” The grades are based on the 

volume of vehicles passing through an intersection 

or along a street segment relative to the design 

capacity of that street or intersection (this is also 

called the volume to capacity ratio, or V/C ratio). 

LOS “A” indicates free f lowing traffic with no 

delays. LOS “F” indicates jammed conditions, with 

long delays. 

In the past, Danville has used LOS “D” as the 

benchmark for defining the adequacy of a road’s 

performance during the peak hour. Roads in the 

Town generally meet this standard today. 

1 Danville’s Routes of Regional Significance include seven intersections 
that are regularly monitored to determine their congestion levels.
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In addition, the Contra Costa Transportation 

Authority (CCTA) has established LOS standards 

for “Routes of Regional Significance.” Routes of 

Regional Significance include two corridors within 

Danville and one corridor on the edge of Danville. 

These are:

•	 Danv i l le Boulevard / San Ramon Va l ley 
Boulevard south of Sycamore Valley (a single 
corridor with a missing segment through 
Downtown Danville in the center).

•	 Sycamore Valley Road and Camino Tassajara 
(a single corridor comprised of two roads).

•	 Crow Ca nyon Road (sout h of  Ca mino 
Tassajara).

Intersections on the first two of these corridors are 
subject to an LOS “D” standard, but with a slightly 
higher V/C threshold (0.90). The Crow Canyon 
corridor is subject to a V/C threshold of 0.91.1

Exist ing (2010) Level of Serv ice at seven 

major intersections along Danville’s Routes of 

Regional Significance is shown in Figure 13. Traffic 

data for these intersections is tracked through 

a Transportation Services Objectives (TSO) 

Monitoring Report. 

All of the intersections listed in Figure 13 

operated at LOS D or better during the AM and 

PM peak hours in 2010. This indicates that the 

intersections currently have adequate turning and 

queuing lanes to provide good traffic operations 

despite high traffic volumes. Between 1999 and 

2009, the number of signalized intersections in the 

Town grew by eight, to a total count of 51 signals 

that are either fully or partially operated by the 

Town.2

Bicycle Facilities In Danville

Bicycling is a healthy, environmentally sustainable 
mode of travel. While cycling has traditionally 
been regarded as a form of recreation in Danville, 
it can also be a viable means of traveling to school, 

2 Excludes underground ramp metering signal equipment partially 
installed by Caltrans at the time of General Plan adoption.

3 Includes 7.6 miles of Class I paths, 30.0 miles of Class II lanes, and 
11.8 miles of Class III routes.

REDEFINING “LEVEL OF SERVICE” 
FOR NON-REGIONAL ROUTES

Da nv i l le  i s  developi ng new met r ic s 

for eva luating the performance of its 

transportation system This will enable 

the Town to consider the context of each 

roadway and the character of adjacent uses, 

rather than simply the volume to capacity 

ratio. 

Other factors, such as bicycle and 

pedestrian safety and the avai labi l ity 

of  t ransit  a l so a re being ta ken into 

consideration. For example, the priority 

in Downtown Danville is not simply to 

move cars as quickly as possible along 

local streets; it is also to ensure the safety 

of pedestrians, retain the area’s historic 

ambiance, and create an attractive and 

comfortable environment for shopping 

and dining. 

Downtown Danville. Photo courtesy of Paige Green.

shopping, work, and other destinations. Facilities 
such as the Iron Horse Trail are particularly 
important, as they connect Danville to two BART 
stations, major employment centers, and the 
surrounding region. The Iron Horse Trail also 
connects residential neighborhoods to one another, 
to Downtown, to local schools and parks, and to 
cities along the I-680 corridor from Dublin to 
Concord. 

Expanding Danville’s bicycle network has been 

a priority for more than two decades, resulting in 

a highly functional, well-connected system today. 

Nearly 50 miles of officially designated bicycle 

trails, paths, and routes have been developed.3 
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E X IST I NG  I N T E R SE C T ION OPE R AT IONS ON ROU T E S OF 
R E GIONA L  SIGN I F IC A NC E 2 010

I N T E R S E C T I O N

A M  P E A K  H O U R P M  P E A K  H O U R

V / C  ( 1 ) L O S  ( 2 ) V / C  ( 1 ) L O S  ( 2 )

Danville Blvd. / Railroad Ave. / Hartz Ave. 0.34 A 0.44 A

San Ramon Valley Blvd. / Railroad Ave. / Hartz Way 0.34 A 0.50 A

San Ramon Valley Blvd. / Sycamore Valley Rd. 0.39 A 0.70 C

I-680 Southbound Ramps / Sycamore Valley Rd. 0.53 A 0.59 A

I-680 Northbound Ramps / Sycamore Valley Rd. 0.62 B 0.54 A

Sycamore Valley Rd. / Camino Tassajara 0.61 B 0.49 A

Crow Canyon Rd.-Blackhawk Rd. / Camino Tassajara 0.63 B 0.59 A

F o o t n o t e s : 

S o u r c e s : Fehr and Peers, 2011

V/C = Volume-to-capacity ratio

Level of service (LOS) is based on the volume-to-capacity ratio according to the Contra Costa Transportation 
Authority’s Technical Procedures. 

(1)

(2)
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The Town adopted a Trails Master Plan in 1989. 

Provisions for trails were updated in the Parks, 

Recreation, and Arts Strategic Plan in 2006. The 

2006 Plan also incorporated recommendations 

from a Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 

prepared in 2003, including specific proposals for 

closing gaps in the Town’s trail system. In 2009, 

the County adopted an updated version of the 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. The update ref lects 

new funding sources for bicycle improvements, 

new data on bicycle use and safety, and revised 

goals and priorities. 

The Countywide Plan has the following goals:

•	 Expand, improve, and maintain facilities for 
walking and bicycling.

•	 Improve safety for pedestrians and bicycles. 

•	 Encourage more people to walk and bicycle.

•	 Support local efforts to improve conditions for 
walking and bicycling.

•	 Consider and plan for the needs of pedestrians 
and bicycles.

All of these goals are relevant to Danville. 

Figure 14 indicates Class I, II, and III bicycle routes 

within the Town of Danville (see text box for an 

explanation of Class I, II, and III routes). The 

location of these facilities is consistent with the 

Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Bicycle 

traffic is considered in the design of all new traffic 

signals installed by the Town, and local transit 

buses are equipped with bicycle racks. 

Pedestrian Facilities in Danville

Pedestrian facilities include sidewalks, crosswalks, 

and off-road paths and trails. Over the past decade, 

the Town has made substantial investment in these 

facilities, along with associated improvements such 

as curb cuts, street lights, kiosks, signage, and other 

infrastructure. These facilities make walking safer 

and more pleasant. They are an important part of 

the public realm in Danville and help define the 

identity of the town’s neighborhoods and business 

districts. For example, Old Town Danville is highly 

regarded for its walkable streets and high volume 

of pedestrian traffic. In addition, roadways built 

by the Town – such as Camino Tassajara – feature 

multiple pedestrian pathways in a linear park 

setting, connecting neighborhoods to local parks 

and shopping destinations.

Elsewhere in Danville, the Town has actively 

pursued pedestrian safety improvements by 

closing gaps in the sidewalk system, constructing 

pedestrian bridges and trail linkages between 

neighborhoods, and making walking a more 

viable mode of travel in all parts of Town. The 

goal is to complete the continuous pedestrian 

network envisioned in the Town’s first General 

Plan, making walking a practical alternative to 

driving for short distance trips. 

Creating a more walkable community provides 

a number of benefits. Walking is one of the most 

popular leisure activities in the United States and 

is an important form of recreation in Danville. 

Walking contributes to public health and wellness. 

It provides an opportunity to interact with 

neighbors, thereby fostering a sense of community. 

It connects people to nature. As an alternative 

to driving, walking can also help reduce traffic 

congestion and air pollution. 

Textured crosswalk at Hartz/East Prospect Avenues. Photo courtesy of Paige Green.
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DANVILLE ’S  BIKE  ROUTES
Danville recognizes three different classes of 

bicycle routes:

Class III routes, or bike routes, operate within 

moving traffic lanes and are distinguished only 

by signs or pavement markings. Bicycles share 

the right-of-way with vehicles. An example is 

El Capitan Drive.

Class II routes, commonly called bike lanes, 

operate in a striped, restricted lane within 

the right-of-way of a street. Motor vehicles 

are prohibited from using this lane, although 

cross-f lows in and out of parking spaces and 

onto cross-streets are permitted. An example 

is the bike lane along Camino Tassajara.

Class I routes operate within a completely 

separate right-of-way and are exclusively used 

by bicycles and pedestrians. The Iron Horse 

Trail is probably the best known Class I route 

in Danville.

Iron Horse Regional Trail . Photo courtesy of Paige Green.

Greenbrook Bike Route. Photo courtesy of Alex Lopez.

Camino Tassajara Bike Lane. Photo courtesy of Alex Lopez.
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Iron Horse Trail / Former Southern 
Pacific Railroad Right-Of-Way

The Iron Horse Trail, formerly the Southern Pacific 

Railroad, runs from Concord south through 

Pleasant Hill, Walnut Creek, Alamo, Danville, 

San Ramon, Dublin, and Pleasanton. The majority 

of the corridor is owned by Contra Costa County. 

The Contra Costa portion of the Trail is 18.5 miles 

long and varies in width from 30 to 100 feet. The 

right-of-way is occupied by various underground 

utilities and a 10-foot wide, paved multi-use trail 

that is managed by the East Bay Regional Park 

District. There are plans to extend the Trail north 

to Suisun Bay and east to Livermore, bringing the 

Trail’s total length to 40 miles. 

The Iron Horse Trail is particularly important 

as an access route to Downtown Danville and 

makes cycling a viable alternative to driving 

Downtown for many residents. The Trail also 

attracts recreational bicyclists from across the 

region, helping to support Downtown businesses. 

A signalized mid-block crossing was installed 

in Downtown Danvi l le in conjunction with 

development of the Iron Horse Plaza Shopping 

Center, providing safe at-grade access across San 

Ramon Valley Boulevard. At several other street 

crossings in Danville, the trail is equipped with 

lighted in-ground crosswalk sensors or f lashing 

beacons. The trail continues to cross several 

major Danville thoroughfares at-grade, including 

Sycamore Valley Road just east of I-680. 

Contra Costa County’s policy regarding use 

and ownership of Iron Horse Trai l has been 

expressed in several documents, including the 

County General Plan, various County Board of 

Supervisors actions, and County ordinances. In 

general, County policies indicate the right-of-

way is to remain in public ownership along its 

entire route and be used as a non-motorized 

transportation route (trail) and underground 

utility corridor. County policies also indicate the 

right-of-way serves as an easement for a potential 

transit facility. A number of studies have been 

completed reviewing the feasibility of transit in the 

corridor. The County’s practice to date has been 

to allow activities on the right-of-way which are in 

the public interest and which do not conf lict with 

existing and committed uses. 

The Town is opposed to the use of the Iron 

Horse Trail within Danville as a motorized mass 

transit facility. In 1984, the Danville Town Council 

adopted a resolution (Resolution No. 10 84) which 

included the following policy statements related to 

the former Southern Pacific right-of-way:

•	 Danville should retain land use controls on 
the right-of-way.

•	 The Interstate  680 corr idor shou ld be 
considered as the appropriate location for 
major transit facilities. 

•	 Protection of residential property values and 
enjoyment of residential property should be 
given prime consideration when selecting a 
use for the right-of-way.

This position has been consistently adhered to 

by Danville since its adoption. The introduction 

of mass transit would change the character of 

the Town and present numerous public safety 

hazards for motorists, pedestrians, equestrians, 

and bicyclists using adjacent streets and paths. In 

addition, the number of at-grade crossings implies 

either slow transit speeds or significant traffic 

congestion at street crossings along the route. Over 

the past 30 years, traffic studies in Danville and 

nearby communities have pointed to Interstate 680 

as the most appropriate location for mass transit.

In 2009, the Town of Danville partnered with the 

City of San Ramon, Contra Costa County, Contra 

Costa Transportation Authority and East Bay 

Regional Park District to develop the San Ramon 

Valley Iron Horse Trail Bicycle Pedestrian Corridor 

Concept Plan. The Plan supports the continued use 

of the Trail as a multi-use recreational corridor. 

It evaluated the potential of constructing grade-

separated trail crossings at Sycamore Valley Road, 

Crow Canyon Road, and Bollinger Canyon Road 

to improve the Trail’s safety and utility. The Plan 

outlines recommended alignments and provides 

cost estimates for future community consideration. 
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Public Transit  Service In Danville

Local bus service is provided to Danville by Central 

Contra Costa Transit Authority (CCCTA), or 

“County Connection.” The County Connection 

operates three types of bus service in Danville, as 

summarized below. 

•	 The primary service is a weekday route (Route 
21) that connects the Walnut Creek BART 
station with the San Ramon Intermodal Transit 
Center in Bishop Ranch Business Park in half 
hour intervals from 7:20 AM to 11:20 PM. The 
bus travels along Danville Boulevard, Hartz 
Avenue, and San Ramon Valley Boulevard, 
with a stop at the Danville Park and Ride Lot 
on Sycamore Valley Road.

•	 Second, County Connection provides two 
express bus routes. The f irst (Route 95X) 
provides service between the Walnut Creek 
BART station and the San Ramon Intermodal 
Transit Facility. This service runs only on 
weekdays, from approximately 6:30 AM to 
9:00 AM and from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. The 
second (Route 92X) provides service from 
Walnut Creek to the Altamont Commuter 
Express (A.C.E.) train station in Pleasanton. 
Both bus routes stop at the Danville Park and 
Ride Lot several times a day.

•	 The third type of service is a “school tripper” 
(Route 623) that runs on a limited service basis, 
providing service primarily to school children. 
It begins at Alamo Plaza on Danville Boulevard 
and winds its way eastward and southward to 
the City of San Ramon. 

Public transportation in Danville is supplemented 

by TRAFFIX, a program funded by Measure J that 

seeks to reduce congestion near school campuses. 

The program offers reduced cost transportation 

for children in the most congested areas of the San 

Ramon Valley (see the Implementation section of 

this Chapter for more information). 

Privately sponsored corporate vans and shuttles 

also operate from areas in and around Danville, 

providing guaranteed seating and direct service on 

a monthly fee basis. Patrons are picked up at the 

Danville Park and Ride Lot (discussed below) or at 

other points near the Interstate 680 ramps and are 

taken to major work locations throughout the Bay 

Area. There may be opportunities to supplement 

these types of services in the future as the mobility 

needs of Danville residents and workers change 

and travel patterns evolve. 

Park And Ride Facilities

A 246-space Park and Ride Lot was completed in 

mid-1998 at the northeast quadrant of Interstate 

680 and Sycamore Valley Road. The Park and Ride 

Lot, and similar facilities in Alamo and San Ramon, 

were first identified as mitigation measures for the 

widening of Interstate 680 and later funded by 

the half-cent sales tax and other sources. During 

the past decade, the Sycamore Valley Road  Park 

and Ride Lot has become one of Danville’s most 

important multi-modal transportation facilities. It 

not only serves carpoolers, but also accommodates 

express buses, vanpools, and private employer 

shuttles, and is a staging area for bicyclists and 

pedestrians using the Iron Horse Trail. 

Special  Needs Transportation

All CCCTA (County Connection) buses providing 

service to the area are 100 percent lift-equipped 

for handicapped accessibility and have reduced 

fares for seniors and disabled riders. CCCTA also 

operates LINK, which is provided in compliance 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act to provide 

special service to persons whose disabilities prevent 

them from using lift-equipped public transit. The 

special service, called “paratransit,” operates at 

similar times and in similar areas as existing non-

commute (off-peak), fixed route transit.

Transportation Systems Management 
(TSM) 

The Town of Danville has taken steps to make more 

efficient use of its transportation system and to 

manage travel demand rather than simply increasing 

road capacity in response to growth. These steps 

are collectively referred to as Transportation 

Systems Management (TSM) measures. They 

include programs to encourage telecommuting, 



4·18

D A N V I L L E  2 0 3 0  G E N E R A L  P L A NC H A P T E R  4   |   M O B I L I T Y

f lexible work schedules, ridesharing, vanpools, 

bicycling to work, the TRAFFIX program, and 

other strategies which reduce the number of one-

passenger vehicles on the road during commute 

times. Many of these strategies depend upon the 

participation of private sector employers and are 

being implemented in partnership with other 

jurisdictions and transportation planning agencies. 

TSM measures a lso address the operation 

of the transportat ion system. For example, 

efforts to reduce idling time on local streets by 

synchronizing traffic signals have been underway 

since the 1990s. The Town has also implemented 

a Neighborhood Traffic Management Program 

(NTMP) to reduce speeding on roadways and 

discourage cut-through traffic on local streets. 

At the same time, digital freeway signs showing 

travel time and internet applications showing road 

congestion help motorists make more informed 

travel choices and select alternate modes or less 

congested routes to reach their destinations. The 

Town continually evaluates ways to improve 

transportation ef f iciency and maximize the 

performance of existing facilities. 

As required by the County Growth Management 

Act, Danville has had a TSM Ordinance since the 

1990s. The current Ordinance (Section 8-23 of 

the Municipal Code), adopted in 1997, relies on 

voluntary measures to reduce peak hour traffic 

rather than mandatory requirements. TSM is 

also an important part of the Southwest Area 

Transportation Committee’s Action Plan and 

other transportation plans for the Tri-Valley area. 

Funds for TSM programs are budgeted annually in 

accordance with local and regional transportation 

plans. 

(See the Implementation section of this Chapter for 

additional information on TSM.) 

Parking

Parking is much more than a transportation 

issue—it has far-reaching effects on site planning, 

building design, and aesthetics. Parking is a 

par t icu larly important issue in Downtown 

Danville. Many Downtown buildings pre-date 

modern parking requirements. The resulting 

character is an important part of the area’s 

appeal but requires effective and creative parking 

management solutions. 

Diligent efforts have been made to provide a 

sufficient supply of public parking in Downtown 

Danvi l le without making parking the area’s 

dominant visual feature. An important part of 

these efforts has been to make more efficient use 

of existing parking resources, including on-street 

parking and off-street lots. 

The Town has worked closely with property 

ow ners and businesses to develop park ing 

programs which make Downtown a desirable, 

convenient destination for shopping, dining, and 

entertainment. Motorists can typically park within 

a block or two of their destinations. Parking 

resources have been leveraged to support local 

businesses without diminishing the area’s walkable, 

historic character. These efforts will continue in 

the future.

The Town adopted a Downtown Park ing 

Management Plan in 2010, following an assessment 

of parking supply, demand, and issues in the heart 

of Downtown Danville 4. The Plan found that 

there were 2,929 parking spaces in the Downtown 

area, of which 1,358 spaces are located in public 

lots and on-street within the public right-of-way. 

This supply was seen to be adequate at the time 

of the survey, but there are localized “hot spots” 

where demand is especially high. A combination 

of parking time limits and all-day permit parking 

for employees has been implemented to address 

parking demand in these locations. One of the 

strategies is to encourage employees to park on 

the perimeter of Downtown, freeing up spaces 

for business patrons closer to their planned 

destinations. The Town wil l conduct regular 

parking studies as a means to determine changes in 

parking supply and demand and possible parking 

improvements.

4 The focus of the Parking Management Plan is a 60-acre area in and 
around Old Town Danville.
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Elsewhere in Danville, the Town has worked to 

develop effective parking solutions around schools, 

parks, religious institutions, shopping centers, 

and on neighborhood streets. Various provisions 

of the Municipal Code address parking, covering 

topics as oversized vehicles, trailers, and time 

limits on residential streets. Parking requirements 

for new developments are in the zoning code. 

These requirements address the number of spaces 

required for different uses, as well as the design 

and layout of parking areas. 

 

Regional  And Sub-Regional 
Transportation Planning

Danville participates in a number of regional and 

sub-regional transportation planning efforts. The 

Town is an active member of the Contra Costa 

Transportation Authority (and its committees, 

including the Southwest Area Transportation 

Committee) and the Tri-Valley Transportation 

Council. 

Contra Costa Transportation Authority 

The Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA) 

is responsible for countywide implementation 

of Contra Costa County Measure J, a one-half 

cent countywide sales tax that is collected for 

transportation improvements within the county. 

The projected $2 billion (in 2004 dollars) in sales 

tax revenues must be spent on a list of projects and 

programs itemized in the CCTA Transportation 

Expenditure Plan (“Expenditure Plan”). 

The Expenditure Plan designates 18 percent 

of the annual sales tax revenues as “return-to-

source” funds. These dollars are returned to 

local jurisdictions for street maintenance and 

improvements. Eligibi l ity for these funds is 

contingent on having a Growth Management 

Program (GMP) with seven mandatory components. 

The Town of Danville’s compliance with the GMP 

is ref lected in the Growth Management section of 

Chapter 3 (Planning & Development). 

Danville serves on a number of the CCTA’s 

sub-committees, including the Southwest Area 

Transpor tat ion Commit tee (SWAT). Other 

members of SWAT are Contra Costa County and 

the cities of Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, and San 

Ramon, with each agency represented on the board. 

At the time of adoption of the 2030 General Plan, 

Danville was represented on the policy board and 

technical advisory board of CCTA. In Contra 

Costa, the CCTA also serves as the County’s 

Congestion Management Agency.

Countywide Transportation Plan

As a member of the CCTA, Danville participates in 

the development of the Countywide Transportation 

Plan (CTP), which is intended to carry out the 

following countywide transportation goals:

•	 Enhance the movement of people and goods 
on highways and arterial roads.

•	 Manage the impacts of growth to sustain 
Contra Costa’s economy and preserve its 
environment. 

•	 Provide and expand safe, convenient and 
affordable alternatives to the single-occupant 
vehicle. 

•	 Maintain the transportation system.

The CTP incorporates five sub-regional Action 

Plans for Routes of Regional Significance (“Action 

Plans”). This is one of the primary vehicles for 

implementing achieving the Measure J Growth 

Management Program’s goal of reducing the 

cumulative impacts of growth. The Action Plans 

also fulfill a key requirement of CCTA’s Congestion 

Management Program. This is a State-mandated 

program for evaluating the impact of land use 

decisions on the regional transportation system 

and establishing performance measures. 

Each Action Plan contains these components: 

•	 Long range assumptions about future land uses 
based on local general plans and travel demand 
based on household and job growth.

•	 Multi-modal transportation objectives that 
can be measured and timed.

•	 Specific actions to be implemented by each 
jurisdiction. 
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•	 A process for consultation on environmental 
documents.

•	 A procedure for reviewing the impacts of local 
General Plan amendments that could affect the 
transportation objectives.

•	 A schedule for reviewing and updating the 
Action Plans.

Danville is included in the Tri-Valley Action 

Plan. The Plan’s overarching goal is to preserve 

the quality of the transportation system as growth 

occurs. The Tri-Valley Action Plan contains both 

region-wide actions and actions for specific routes. 

Tri-Valley Transportation Council

The Tri-Valley Transportation Council (TVTC) 

ser ves as a clear inghouse for sub-reg iona l 

transportation issues. TVTC members include 

Alameda and Contra Costa Counties and the 

cities of Danville, Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, 

and San Ramon. Its primary activities are to 

agree on methodologies for modeling traff ic, 

prepare a sub-regional transportation plan, collect 

sub-regional transportation development fees for 

traffic mitigation, and periodically update and 

implement a strategic expenditure plan. Part of 

the Tri-Valley Transportation Development Fee is 

retained for local projects. Most of the fee is used 

for projects that have inter-jurisdictional benefits, 

such as construction of auxiliary lanes along I-680 

in the San Ramon Valley and improvements to the 

I-580/I-680 interchange. 

All member jurisdictions of the TVTC are 

represented on the policy board and the associated 

technical advisory committee. The Town also 

participates in the joint powers agreement with 

Contra Costa County and the City of San Ramon 

that established the Southern Contra Costa (SCC) 

Fee Areas and adopted the SCC regional and SCC 

sub-regional fees for road improvements.

B.  FO REC A ST 

As noted earlier in the General Plan, the Bay 

Area will experience continued growth through 

Trail access along Camino Tassajara. Photo courtesy of Paige Green.
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2035. This growth is not expected to occur evenly 

across the region. Areas such as Antioch, Pittsburg, 

Brentwood, and San Ramon are expected to 

continue growing rapidly, while communities 

such as Danville, Walnut Creek, and Lafayette will 

grow more slowly. Much of the projected increase 

in traffic volumes on Danville’s arterial streets 

will be the result of growth outside of the Town 

boundaries. 

Communities throughout the Bay Area are 

evaluating how the transportation system might 

accommodate growth while sti l l meeting the 

greenhouse gas reduction targets established by AB 

32. Taking an exclusively “supply side” approach—

in other words, widening roads and adding 

travel lanes—would be costly and unsustainable. 

Effective solutions require additional investment 

in public transportation, bicycle facilities, and 

pedestrian facilities, as well as more efficient use 

of existing roadways. 

The shifting distribution of regional growth is 

expected to impact travel conditions throughout 

Contra Costa County and - as a consequence - 

the quality of travel within Danville. Forecasts 

conducted as part of the General Plan Update 

found that traff ic volumes on I-680 through 

Danville are projected to increase by 30 to 40 

percent between 2010 and 2035. This is more than 

triple the projected rate of job and household 

growth in Danville during this period. A larger 

share of freeway traffic will be passing through 

the Town to destinations elsewhere.

Increased freeway congestion may result in 

more “cut-through” traffic on Danville streets. 

Camino Tassajara will be impacted by traffic from 

destinations as far away as Livermore and the 

Central Valley, while Camino Ramon, Danville 

Boulevard, and San Ramon Valley Boulevard 

will be impacted by motorists avoiding I-680 

during congested periods. At the same time, traffic 

patterns in the Town may change as older sites 

within Danville redevelop with more intensive uses. 

Figure 15 shows the daily traffic volumes on 

major streets projected for the year 2035.5 The 

forecasts have been calculated using a travel 

demand model, a computerized forecast ing 

tool which projects traff ic volumes based on 

assumptions about land use and socioeconomic 

changes. These changes take into consideration 

the potential for additional jobs and households 

at various locations in Danville, plus the potential 

for growth in other communities using forecasts 

from CCTA and ABAG. Planned improvements 

to the transportation system are also considered 

in the model. 

The General Plan traff ic model is intended 

to illustrate the “big picture” for future traffic 

conditions and is based on the cumulative effects of 

growth throughout Danville and the region. More 

detailed traffic studies will be required to address 

localized impacts as individual development 

projects are proposed.

Comparing Figures 12 and 15 highlights those 

roads where the greatest increases in traffic are 

expected to occur. The increases are partially due 

to the growth of “pass-through traffic” (i.e., trips 

with origins and destinations outside of Danville). 

A larger number of commuters are projected to 

use Danville’s roads to avoid congestion on I-680. 

This could require additional signage, speed limit 

enforcement, and traffic calming measures on 

roads such as Camino Ramon and La Gonda Way 

to discourage cut-through trips. 

Figure 16 indicates projected Year 2035 Levels 

of Service (LOS) at the seven intersections covered 

by the biennial Transportation Service Objectives 

(TSO) Monitoring Report. The data can be 

compared with Figure 13, which shows conditions 

as of 2010. Three of the intersections are projected 

to exceed the adopted Countywide standards by 

2035. These intersections are Sycamore Valley 

Road at San Ramon Valley Boulevard (PM peak), 

Sycamore Valley Road at I-680 southbound ramps 

(PM peak), and Sycamore Valley Road at I-680 

5 Although the General Plan has a horizon year of 2030, the traffic 
model is based on conditions for 2035. For traffic modeling purposes, 
the Town of Danville was presumed to reach “buildout” in 2030, 
but continued growth outside the Town but within the region was 
presumed for 2030-2035. In addition, the traffic model is based 
on a forecast which considered a slightly higher rate of household 
growth and lower rate of job growth within the Town. Thus, as 
a measurement of projected conditions for 2030, the model is 
conservative.
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northbound ramps (AM peak). General Plan 

policies strive to reduce congestion by encouraging 

alternate modes of travel and supporting land use 

patterns which reduce the number and length of 

vehicle trips.

Future Level  Of Service Objectives

Level of Service (LOS) “D” (and in some cases 

LOS “E” on Routes of Regional Signif icance) 

wi l l remain Danvi l le’s operational standard 

for reviewing traffic impacts and determining 

necessary roadway/intersection improvements.

However, the Town may modify this standard 

on particular road segments and at particular 

intersections to account for the impacts of traffic 

generated in other communities (such as San 

Ramon) on Danville roadways.

Even where LOS D remains the standard, the 

Town will consider service to bicyclists, pedestrians, 

and transit users when new development is 

eva luated a nd when measures to mit igate 

impacts on travel are developed. Mitigation of 

identified problems may vary depending on street 

classification, land use, density, and/or the types 

of activities in the area.

Bicycle And Pedestrian Circulation 

Improvements to Danville’s bicycle and pedestrian 

trail system will continue to be an important part 

of the Town’s Capital Improvement Program. 

The need for such improvements has been clearly 

identified in the 2009 Countywide Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Plan (Countywide Plan) and the Town’s 

2006 Parks, Recreation, and Arts Strategic Plan. 

The Countywide Plan identifies “pedestrian 

districts,” including Downtown Danville, where 

additional investment in sidewalks, crosswalks, 

curb ramps, streetscape improvements, trails, 

and bicycle facilities will be prioritized. The Plan 

also includes a map of the future countywide 

bike network. While no new routes are shown in 

Danville, the Plan indicates extensions of existing 

routes into nearby areas such as Dougherty Valley.

The Countywide Plan also emphasizes ways 

bicycl ing can be bet ter integrated into the 

transportation system. This includes improving 

bicycle access to public transit, increasing the 

supply of secure bicycle parking, providing 

more bicycle support facilities (such as changing 

rooms and showers in workplaces), promoting 

bicycle travel, and improving bicycle safety. 

The Countywide Plan also suggests that local 

governments adopt guidelines and standards 

(such as zoning regulations) which ensure that 

new development and renovation projects support 

walking and bicycling. 

The Town is encouraged to support projects 

consistent with the Countywide Plan. These 

include:

•	 A bike/ walkway along Diablo Road from Green 
Valley Road to Mt. Diablo Scenic Boulevard 
(requires additional right-of-way dedication 
and construction by private parties).

•	 Ca mi no Tassaja ra  i mprovements  f rom 
Sycamore Valley Road to the eastern Town 
limit and Crow Canyon Road improvements 
from Camino Tassajara to the southern Town 
limit, including sidewalks and bicycle facilities.

•	 Extension of the Camino Tassajara bike lane 
from the eastern Town limit toward Dublin (a 
County project).

Improving connectivity between the Sycamore 

Valley Park and Ride Lot and Downtown Danville 

is another priority, although this is not explicitly 

stated in the Countywide Plan. Likewise, the Town 

supports grant funding for a bicycle/pedestrian 

bridge on the Iron Horse Trail at Sycamore Valley 

Road. In addition to investing in these major 

improvements, the Town should continue to 

provide for improvements such as signalized 

crossings, bike lockers, and bike racks in its capital 

improvement programming. The private sector 

should be strongly encouraged to participate 

in these efforts through partnerships and new 

publicly-accessible bicycle parking facilities.

Additional recommendations are included in 

the Town of Danville’s 2006 Parks, Recreation, 

and Arts Strategic Plan. The two major priorities 

identified in that Plan are:
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F I G U R E  15

PROJ E C T E D T R A F F IC VOLU M E S (2 035)
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F I G U R E  16

PROJ E C T E D (Y E A R 2 035)  I N T E R SE C T ION OPE R AT IONS ON 
ROU T E S OF R E GIONA L SIGN I F IC A NC E (1)

I N T E R S E C T I O N

A M  P E A K  H O U R P M  P E A K  H O U R

V / C  ( 2 ) L O S  ( 3 ) V / C  ( 2 ) L O S  ( 3 )

Danville Blvd. / Railroad Ave. / Hartz Ave. 0.81 D 0.76 C

San Ramon Valley Blvd. / Railroad Ave. / Hartz Way 0.85 D 0.88 D

San Ramon Valley Blvd. / Sycamore Valley Rd. 0.73 C 0.91 E

I-680 Southbound Ramps / Sycamore Valley Rd. 0.66 B 0.90 E

I-680 Northbound Ramps / Sycamore Valley Rd. 0.95 E 0.73 C

Sycamore Valley Rd. / Camino Tassajara 0.85 D 0.73 C

Crow Canyon Rd.-Blackhawk Rd. / Camino Tassajara 0.83 D 0.76 C

F o o t n o t e s : 

S o u r c e s : Fehr and Peers, 2011

Analysis used 2035 horizon to align with CCTA traffic model, but General Plan is based on an assumed 2030 
horizon year. Town assumed to reach buildout in 2030, with continued growth in background traffic due to 
regional growth between 2030 and 2035. 

V/C = Volume-to-capacity ratio

Level of service (LOS) is based on the volume-to-capacity ratio according to the Contra Costa Transportation 
Authority’s Technical Procedures. 

(1)

(2)

(3)
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•	 Closing gaps on the Sycamore Creek Trail, 
thereby linking housing developments along 
Sycamore Valley Road and Camino Tassajara 
to Downtown Danville, while also improving 
access to schools and parks in this corridor.

•	 Improving the Green Val ley Creek Trai l, 
connecting Mt. Diablo State Park to Monte 
Vista High School, Los Cerros Middle School, 
Green Valley and Vista Grande Elementary 
Schools, Oak Hi l l Park, and Downtown 
Danville.

Some of the gaps in the existing trail system 

may be completed pro-actively through capital 

improvements .  Ot her gaps may be c losed 

through project mitigation requirements when 

development occurs on nearby sites. Other bicycle 

and pedestrian priorities include faci litating 

Downtown connections, including a “river walk” 

in the vicinity of the Danville Library. Improved 

directional signage and a continued emphasis 

on bicycle and pedestrian safety are also high 

priorities. 

Transit  Service in Danville / 
Transportation System Management

Danville will continue to pursue transit service 

improvements, with a focus on three primary user 

groups: 

•	 Commuters, including residents commuting 
out of Danville to work and those commuting 
into Downtown Danville for work.

•	 Persons without access to a motor vehicle, 
i nc lud i ng  s t udent s  a nd lower  i ncome 
households.

•	 Those with special transportation needs such 
as the elderly and disabled. 

Because funding for transit is very limited, 

it is important that solutions are practical and 

respond to the land uses and demographics of 

the community. County Connection service has 

decreased in recent years while the rate of auto 

ownership in Danville has increased. Reversing 

these trends will require creative approaches that 

redefine what we conventionally think of as “public 

transportation”. 

New types of service should be explored to 

supplement the traditional fixed route services 

along Danville Boulevard/ Railroad Avenue/ San 

Ramon Valley Boulevard and I-680. These could 

include demand-responsive dial-a-ride services, 

car-sharing programs, and potentially a circulator 

bus that loops from the Sycamore Valley Road Park 

and Ride Lot through Downtown Danville. 

Demographic projections suggest that a majority 

of Danville residents will continue to commute to 

jobs in other cities in the future. Thus, increases 

in express bus service from Danville to the BART 

stations and nearby employment centers will be 

needed. As these services increase, the adequacy 

of the Sycamore Valley Park Road and Ride Lot 

will need to be evaluated. The lot already is used 

as an informal pick up spot for corporate vans and 

shuttles, and could see higher demand and use in 

the future. 

The Park and Ride Lot is also the point of 

arrival for persons taking express buses from the 

BART stations into Danville, either to go to work 

(in Downtown Danville) or to shop and patronize 

local businesses. Pedestrian connections from 

the Park and Ride Lot to Downtown should be 

improved. As noted above, a circulator bus or van 

could provide a connection from the lot into Old 

Town and other nearby destinations. 

Transit can become a more attractive option if 

bus waiting areas are well designed and located, and 

the buses themselves are comfortable and reliable. 

Bus service can also be improved if the number of 

transfers to reach destinations is reduced, and if 

service is coordinated with other modes of travel, 

such as BART. 

The availability of funding continues to be the 

most challenging issue facing transit operations. 

The Town of Danville will continue to advocate 

for the maintenance of existing transit services and 

stable sources of funding for future services. The 

Town should also ensure that any funds invested in 

transit are reinforced by land use decisions which 

make the most of these investments. The broadest 
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range of options possible should be considered to 

provide the routing and service frequency needed 

to make transit a viable alternative to driving. 

Public transit services wil l continue to be 

supplemented by ridesharing and vanpooling 

programs, including those implemented through 

the County’s Transportation Demand Management 

Program (511 Contra Costa). These include 

employer programs for telecommuting and f lexible 

work schedules, reduced transit fare programs, 

school ride matching programs, and incentives 

which create alternatives to solo occupancy driving. 

The TRAFFIX program should also be continued, 

with school buses used to reduce peak hour 

congestion around school campuses. 

Potential  Mass Transit  Corridors 
Affecting Danville

Growth in travel demand in the San Ramon Valley 

will increase the potential for development of 

a separate right-of-way that can accommodate 

some form of high occupancy travel mode, such 

as a bus way or light rail service. This would serve 

many of the through-trips projected to occur 

between the areas north of the San Ramon Valley 

(Central and East Contra Costa County) and major 

employment centers such as Bishop Ranch and 

Hacienda Business Parks. 

The Town’s position is that mass transit should 

only be considered within the Interstate 680 right-

of-way, provided detailed ridership and travel 

demand studies are completed before the type 

and route of the transit system are finalized. As 

stated previously in this Chapter, the Town does 

not consider the Iron Horse Trail to be appropriate 

for development as a mass transit route. 

Iron Horse Regional Trail . Photo courtesy of Paige Green.
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P O L I C I E S :  M U LT I - M O D A L  C I R C U L AT I O N I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
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11.01 Support balanced transportation improvements which 
make all modes of travel more efficient, attractive, 
convenient, and safe.

•	 Capital Improvement 
Program

•	 Engineering Design 
Standards

11.02 Maintain a clear hierarchy of streets and trails for planning 
and design purposes.

Streets are the foundation of Danville’s circulation system.  
As indicated in Figure 11, the Town’s streets are designated 
as major and minor arterials, major and minor collectors, 
neighborhood access streets, and local streets.  Design 
standards for each street type help to ensure that multiple 
modes of travel are safely and efficiently accommodated. 

•	 Circulation System Map
•	 Engineering Design 

Standards

11.03 Implement physical and operational improvements to 
improve the transportation system.  Such improvements 
should be:  (1) consistent with the need to preserve the 
character of residential streets and neighborhoods; (2) 
sensitive to the requirements of bicycles and pedestrians; 
and (3) consistent with the goal of encouraging alternative 
modes of travel, whenever feasible.

•	 Capital Improvement 
Program

•	 Engineering Design 
Standards

•	 Circulation System Map

11.04 Evaluate planned road improvements based on adjacent 
land uses, street function, and the desired character of 
the street in addition to access, safety, and engineering 
considerations.

•	 Capital Improvement 
Program

GOAL: M U LT I-MODA L CI RC U L AT ION SYST E M 

Goal 11: Provide a safe, efficient multi-modal circulation system. 

C .  G OA L S  A ND  P O L IC IE S

The goals and policies in this section are organized under six major headings:

•	 Multi-Modal Circulation System

•	 Complete Streets

•	 Transportation Choice

•	 Integrating Land Use and Transportation

•	 Mobility and Neighborhood Quality

•	 Regional Leadership
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P O L I C I E S :  M U LT I - M O D A L  C I R C U L AT I O N I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
M E A S U R E S

11.05 Ensure that new development pays its fair share of 
transportation improvement costs and includes reasonable 
and effective measures to mitigate its impacts on 
transportation.

(See also the Growth Management section of Chapter3 for 
additional policies on transportation fees and impacts.) 

•	 Development Review
•	 CEQA
•	 Transportation Improvement 

Fees

11.06 Create a connected circulation system in which it becomes 
easier to walk or bicycle from one point in Danville to 
another. On cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets, encourage 
pedestrian and bicycle paths that extend through to nearby 
streets, making it easier to reach destinations such as 
schools, parks, shopping, and public transit.  

This policy supports the concept of “connectivity” in 
Danville’s transportation network.  The idea is to reduce 
travel distances by eliminating barriers and providing less 
circuitous routes. In general, grid street patterns provide 
better connectivity than curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs.  
However, even in suburban settings, neighborhoods can 
become better connected through paths and walkways, bicycle 
and pedestrian bridges, and openings in fences or walls.  

(See also Policy 1.13 in Chapter 3 prohibiting gated 
communities in Danville.)

•	 Development Review
•	 Engineering Design Standards
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program

11.07 Reduce traffic hazards on Danville’s roadways through 
design, signage, enforcement of traffic laws, and traffic 
safety education. Accident data (including data for 
pedestrian and bicycle accidents) should be monitored to 
identify problem locations and to allow prioritization of 
safety improvements. 

•	 Pavement Management 
Program

•	 Traffic Safety Program
•	 Street Smarts

11.08 Maintain roadways and traffic control devices in safe and 
effective operating condition.

•	 Pavement Management 
Program

•	 Traffic Safety Program
•	 Neighborhood Traffic 

Management Program

11.09 Implement parking management strategies in Downtown 
Danville which meet the needs of local businesses, patrons, 
residents, and employees.  

•	 Downtown Parking 
Management Plan
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11.10 Recognize the special needs of persons with mobility 
limitations, including youth, seniors, and persons with 
disabilities, in the planning and operation of Danville’s 
transportation system and services.

•	 Local Transit Plan
•	 Intergovernmental 

Coordination
•	 Traffic Safety Program

11.11 Support the use of technology to improve mobility within 
Danville.  

This could include:

•	 Physical improvements to the transportation system which 
enable more efficient operations, such as synchronized 
traffic signals, traffic signal interconnects, and real-time 
information on travel times.

•	 Battery back-ups so signals remain functional during 
power outages

•	 Technologically advanced tools for enforcement of traffic 
regulations.

•	 Internet-based programs,  such a s smar t phone 
applications for ride-sharing, or on-line membership 
services for bike-sharing.

•	 Other tools to make travel safer, more convenient, and 
more efficient.

•	 Development Review
•	 Engineering Design 

Standards
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program

P O L I C I E S :  C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T S I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
M E A S U R E S

12.01 Design major roadways to function as “complete streets” 
which balance the needs of automobiles with the needs 
of pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and other forms of 
travel.

The above policy responds to the mandate of Assembly 
Bill 1358, which requires communities to design streets for 
multiple users and not just for cars and trucks.  

•	 Engineering Design 
Standards

GOAL: C OM PL ET E ST R E ETS  

Create walkable neighborhoods and shopping areas, with streets that safely and comfortably 
accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users as well as motor vehicles.

Goal 12:
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P O L I C I E S :  C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T S I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
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12.02 Require design measures to accommodate access by 
pedestrians, bicycles, and transit within new development, 
and to provide connections to adjacent development.

•	 Development Review
•	 Downtown Plan/Ordinance

12.03 Provide a pleasant and safe environment for pedestrian 
movement.

(See also Policies 17.14, 17.15, 17.17, and 17.21 in Chapter 5 on 
trails.)

•	 Street Beautification 
Guidelines

•	 Downtown Plan/ Ordinance
•	 Street Smarts

12.04 Provide additional directional and destination signage for 
motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit users.

•	 Wayfinding and Signage 
Master Plan

12.05 Limit the number of curb cuts and other access points 
along arterial streets to avoid congestion and improve 
traffic pedestrian safety.

•	 Development Review
•	 Traffic Safety Program
•	 Engineering Design 

Standards

12.06 Consider allowing narrower streets and private streets 
when it can be demonstrated that public safety and 
emergency access concerns can be adequately addressed.

•	 Development Review
•	 Engineering Design 

Standards

12.07 Close gaps in the Town’s bicycle and pedestrian trail 
system in order to create a more fully connected, logical, 
comprehensive system of facilities for non-motorized 
transportation.

•	 Parks, Recreation, and Arts 
Strategic Plan (includes 
Danville Bike Plan)

•	 Countywide Bike and 
Pedestrian Master Plan

•	 Capital Improvement 
Program

•	 Complete Streets

12.08 Ensure the provision of adequate bicycle support facilities, 
such as bicycle parking, at all major bicycle usage locations.

Opportunities to partner with private businesses to develop 
additional bicycle parking facilities should be identified and 
implemented. Such facilities would benefit businesses while 
supporting the Town’s goal of encouraging non-motorized 
transportation. 

•	 Parks, Recreation, and Arts 
Strategic Plan

•	 Countywide Bike and 
Pedestrian Master Plan

•	 Development Review
•	 Bicycle Monitoring Program
•	 Complete Streets
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12.09 Seek grant funding for capital improvements which 
enhance travel choices, improve connectivity, and make it 
easier to walk or bicycle within Downtown Danville.  

These improvements could include such projects as 
textured and lighted crosswalks, curb extensions which 
reduce pedestrian crossing widths, sidewalks, streetscape 
improvements, landscaping, signage, and similar capital 
projects.

•	 Grant Funding
•	 Complete Streets
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program

12.10 Ensure that parking areas are designed to facilitate safe 
pedestrian access between parking spaces, sidewalks, and 
building entrances.  In pedestrian-oriented areas such as 
Downtown Danville, parking for new commercial uses 
should generally be located behind the building rather than 
between the building and the front lot line. 

(See also Goals 3 and 4 and associated policies in Chapter 3 
relating to parking.)

•	 Development Review
•	 Design Guidelines
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program

12.11 Recognize the benefits of walking and bicycling to public 
health and the overall livability of Danville.

•	 Parks, Recreation, and Arts 
Strategic Plan

•	 Street Smarts
•	 Safe Routes to School

12.12 To the extent permitted by law, ensure that the Town’s 
transportation improvement fees may be used to support 
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit improvements as well as 
road improvements.

•	 Transportation Improvement 
Fees
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P O L I C I E S :  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  C H O I C E I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
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13.01 Support an expanded bus transit system in Danville 
which is integrated with surrounding communities and 
coordinated through CCCTA (County Connection) and 
other transportation agencies in the Tri-Valley area.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Local Transit Plan
•	 TRAFFIX

13.02 Encourage private and quasi-public transit services which 
complement the County Connection public transit system, 
such as shuttle buses, circulators, deviated fixed route 
services, and corporate vanpools. 

Such services can effectively expand the reach and frequency 
of the transit system, making it more practical to travel 
without using a single passenger automobile.  Some of these 
services operate on an on-demand basis and others may 
operate on a regular schedule.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Local Transit Plan

13.03 Support the development of passenger amenities which 
facilitate transit use, such as information on scheduled 
arrival times and appropriately located bus stops.

•	 Local Transit Plan
•	 Street Beautification 

Guidelines
•	 Downtown Plan/ Ordinance

13.04 Encourage ridesharing, car and vanpooling, infrastructure 
improvements (such as the Sycamore Valley Road Park and 
Ride Lot) and services which jointly reduce the need to 
travel by single-occupant automobile. 

•	 Transportation Systems 
Management Measures

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 TRAFFIX

13.05 Create and maintain a safe, effective system of bikeways, 
including an integrated network of off-road bicycle trails,    
dedicated on-road bicycle lanes and signed bicycle routes 
along Danville streets.

This should include opportunities for pedestrian and bicycle 
crossings across San Ramon Creek, enhancing access to 
Downtown Danville.

•	 Parks, Recreation, and Arts 
•	 Strategic Plan
•	 Countywide Bike and 

Pedestrian Master Plan
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program

GOAL: T R A NSPORTAT ION  C HOIC E   

Create viable transportation alternatives to the single occupant automobile. Goal 13:
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P O L I C I E S :  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  C H O I C E I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
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13.06 Review all planned road improvement projects to ensure 
that the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, and persons with 
special needs are considered.   

•	 Capital Improvement 
Program

•	 Parks, Recreation, and Arts 
•	 Strategic Plan

13.07 Support educational programs which promote bicycle and 
pedestrian safety, and the health benefits of bicycling and 
walking.

•	 Street Smarts
•	 Safe Routes to School

13.08 Support the concepts of car-sharing and bike-sharing as an 
alternative mode of travel.

•	 Development Review
•	 Downtown Plan/ Ordinance

13.09 Improve access to Downtown Danville for transit-
dependent workers, seniors, and persons traveling without 
an automobile.  

This could include better connections between the Sycamore 
Valley Road Park-and-Ride Lot and Downtown, and 
improved paratransit for seniors and others with mobility 
limitations who rely on downtown services and businesses. 

•	 Grant Funding
•	 Local Transit Plan

P O L I C I E S :  I N T E G R AT I N G  L A N D  U S E  A N D 
T R A N S P O R TAT I O N 

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
M E A S U R E S

14.01 Coordinate development planning with the capacity of the 
transportation system and coordinate the planning of the 
transportation system with existing and planned land uses. 

•	 Circulation System Map
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program
•	 Transportation Improvement 

Fees
•	 Measure J Compliance

GOAL: I N T E GR AT I NG  L A N D USE A N D T R A NSPORTAT ION    

Integrate land use and transportation planning to increase the viability of alternative 
transportation modes, minimize vehicle trips, reduce trip lengths, and make more efficient 
use of the transportation system.

Goal 14 :
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14.02 Require site-specific traffic studies for development that 
is likely to generate significant volumes of traffic.  If such 
studies indicate that the development could cause the 
Town’s transportation standards to be exceeded, require 
modifications to the project and/or impose transportation 
improvement requirements which ensure that these 
standards are maintained.

•	 Development Review
•	 CEQA

14.03 Maintain level of service (LOS) standards for Danville 
streets which balance vehicle speed and travel time 
objectives with other considerations, such as the safety 
and comfort of pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users.  
Standards may vary according to roadway function and the 
character of surrounding uses.

LOS standards for designated Routes of Regional Significance 
will be consistent with those established by the Contra Costa 
Transportation Authority.  On local roads, LOS “D” will 
remain the threshold, except in locations (to be specifically 
identified through the CEQA process) where the Town 
determines that LOS D cannot be maintained due to traffic 
originating outside of Danville.

•	 Development Review
•	 Intergovernmental 

Coordination
•	 CEQA

14.04 Promote pedestrian-oriented mixed use development in 
appropriate locations, including residential, commercial, 
and employment activities that are easily accessible by foot, 
bicycle, or transit.

•	 Development Review
•	 Downtown Plan/Ordinance
•	 Zoning Ordinance

14.05 As a means of reducing peak hour trips, encourage owner/ 
resident operated home occupations and telecommuting 
from home where the business is not perceptible from the 
exterior of the home.

(See also the Sustainability section of Chapter 6 for additional 
policies on reducing vehicle miles traveled, and Policy 1.14 in 
Chapter 3 for additional policies on home occupations.) 

•	 Zoning Ordinance

14.06 Support the development of incubator office space with 
shared technology, administrative, and support services for 
the benefit of Danville residents with workplace flexibility.  
This can provide an effective way to reduce commute 
distances and freeway congestion, while also supporting 
local businesses and reducing commercial vacancy rates.

•	 Zoning Ordinance
•	 Economic Development 

Strategy
•	 iHUB Initiative
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14.07 Support the use of parking lots which can be shared by 
multiple users, particularly for activities with different 
peak demand times. 

This could include shared parking lots for public uses, such 
as local schools and Town parks, as well as private uses such 
as Downtown offices (who use the spaces during the day) 
and restaurants (who use the spaces in the evening).  It could 
also include the designation of additional commuter parking 
spaces or satellite parking spaces within parking lots that are 
underutilized during commute hours.

•	 Downtown Parking 
•	 Management Plan
•	 Development Review 

14.08 Allow reduced parking requirements for projects which 
are likely to have lower rates of vehicle use (such as senior 
housing) or which include shared parking facilities or other 
provisions which reduce off-street parking needs.

•	 Zoning Regulations
•	 Development Review

P O L I C I E S :  M O B I L I T Y  A N D  N E I G H B O R H O O D 
Q U A L I T Y

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N 
M E A S U R E S

15.01 Ensure that transportation projects are designed and 
constructed in a manner that conserves and protects the 
environment and the quality of Danville neighborhoods.

•	 Development Review 
•	 CEQA
•	 Engineering Standards

15.02 Implement neighborhood traffic management measures, 
including physical changes and traffic control devices 
which increase neighborhood livability and street 
ambiance, discourage through traffic on residential streets, 
discourage speeding, and/or ensure vehicle, pedestrian, and 
bicycle safety.  

•	 Development Review
•	 Neighborhood Traffic 

Management Program
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program
•	 Engineering Standards

15.03 Require the design of streets in new development areas to 
incorporate traffic calming features.

•	 Engineering Standards
•	 Development Review
•	 Neighborhood Traffic 

Management Program

GOAL: MOBI L I T Y  A N D N E IGH BOR HOOD QUA L I T Y     

Reduce the adverse effects of vehicle traffic on Danville’s neighborhoods and natural 
environment.

Goal 15:
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15.04 Improve major collectors and arterials in a way that 
minimizes cut-through traffic on residential streets.  

•	 Private Street Policy
•	 Circulation System Map
•	 Capital Improvement 

Program
•	 Transportation Improvement 

Fees

15.05 Minimize impacts of large public transit vehicles in 
neighborhoods while maintaining or improving levels of 
transit service.

•	 Circulation System Map
•	 Local Transit Plan

15.06 Maintain and enforce regulations on construction traffic 
which ensure vehicle safety, limit the potential for nuisance 
conditions, and reduce conflicts with adjacent uses and 
traffic patterns.

•	 Development Review
•	 CEQA

15.07 Improve awareness of the location of parking lots in 
and around Downtown Danville to reduce searching for 
parking and to encourage motorists to “park once” when 
arriving Downtown by car.

•	 Downtown Parking 
Management Strategy

•	 Wayfinding and Signage 
Master Plan

15.08 Provide for the safe, efficient movement of goods and 
services on Danville’s roads while maintaining the town’s 
high quality of life and residential character.  Through 
truck-traffic should be strongly discouraged on Danville 
thoroughfares.

•	 Municipal Code Sec. 8-5 
(Commercial Vehicles)

15.09 Identify and implement additional measures which reduce 
traffic congestion around Danville’s school campuses while 
ensuring safe, efficient transportation for students, parents, 
and faculty.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Grant Funding
•	 TRAFFIX
•	 Street Smarts
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16.01 Work with other agencies, including neighboring cities, 
Contra Costa County, TVTC, CCTA, SWAT, County 
Connection, Caltrans, and MTC on multi jurisdictional 
transportation issues affecting Danville.

(See also the Growth Management section of Chapter 3 
for additional policies on traffic forecasting and regional 
transportation planning.)

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Measure J Compliance 

16.02 Participate in regional transportation systems management 
(TSM) programs and maintain a consistent local program.

TSM programs aim to reduce peak hour congestion 
by promoting alternatives such as bicycling, public 
transportation, carpools, vanpools, and telecommuting.  

(See also the Growth Management section of Chapter 3 for 
additional information.)

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Transportation Systems 
Management Measures

16.03 Work closely with the County and other involved agencies 
to ensure that the Interstate 680 right-of-way shall be the 
route for any future light rail or equivalent mass transit 
system.  Any investment in fixed-route transit shall avoid 
adversely affecting the residential character of Danville’s 
neighborhoods and Danville’s street system.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Local Transit Plan

16.04 Encourage regional and sub-regional transportation 
agencies to consider local land use policies and growth 
management strategies when examining proposals for new 
transportation facilities.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Dougherty Valley Settlement 
Agreement

•	 Measure J Compliance 

GOAL: R E GIONA L L E A DE R SH I P      

Provide leadership and advocacy for improved transportation planning at the local, sub-
regional, and regional levels.  

Goal 16 :
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16.05 Continue working with the Contra Costa Transportation 
Authority and Tri-Valley Transportation Council to 
develop and monitor Multi-modal Transportation Service 
Objectives (MTSOs) which consider the performance of the 
transportation system for different modes of travel. 

•	 Intergovermental 
Coordination

•	 Measure J Compliance

16.06 Coordinate transportation planning with emergency 
service providers to ensure the safety of residents and the 
ability for continued rapid emergency response.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

16.07 Link the local bicycle and pedestrian trail system to the 
regional system to provide improved access to regional 
destinations, public transit, and open space.

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Capital Improvement 
Program

16.08 Work with regional agencies, advocacy groups, and nearby 
communities to promote special events and programs that 
encourage walking and bicycling (such as “walk to school” 
days and “bike to work” days).

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination

•	 Parks, Recreation, and Arts 
Strategic Plan

•	 Countywide Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Plan

•	 Safe Routes to School
•	 Street Smarts

16.09 Support continued bus access from Danville to BART 
stations, Amtrak, Altamont Commuter Express, and other 
rail systems. 

•	 Intergovernmental 
Coordination
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I M PL E M E N TAT ION  S T R AT E G Y

The goals and policies in the Mobility Element 

will be implemented with a variety of techniques. 

The key implementation measures are listed 

below. Some of these measures are unique to this 

Chapter and others also apply to other Chapters 

but have a transportation component that is 

covered here. Recommended actions are described 

at the end of each section where appropriate. 

For ease of reference, the measures are listed in 

alphabetical order. 

BICYCLE  M O NITO RIN G  ( PRO P OSED 
AC T IO N ) 

The Town supports continued monitoring of 

bicycling activity in Danville to promote bicycle 

use, undertake appropriate improvements, and 

ensure bicycle safety. An October 2011 study 

recorded 2,000 bicycle trips on a typical summer 

Saturday in Downtown Danville alone. The study 

found that additional bicycle parking is needed 

Downtown. This type of data can substantiate 

grant requests and help the Town qualify for 

funding for bicycle infrastructure.

C A PITA L  IMPROVEMENT  PRO GR A M 

The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is a 

compilation of the capital improvements planned 

for construction over the next five year period in 

Danville. It includes cost estimates, the phasing of 

specific improvements and associated costs, and 

financing methods. Road, bicycle, pedestrian and 

streetscape improvements are among the most 

important parts of the CIP and help implement 

General Plan policies. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town will continue to update its CIP annually. 

It is likely that improvements to existing streets 

will be added in future cycles. Projects which 

improve pedestrian and bicycle circulation are 

particularly important. These could include 

smaller-scale improvements such as crosswalks and 

curb extensions, as well larger-scale improvements 

such as new trails and pedestrian/bicycle bridges. 

C A L IFO RNIA  EN V IRO NMENTA L 
QUA LIT Y  AC T

The Ca l i fornia Env ironmenta l Qua l it y Act 

(CEQA) requires that transportation impacts be 

considered and mitigated as appropriate when 

new development is proposed. The Town will 

continue to follow all mandated environmental 

review procedures as established by CEQA and 

its implementing regulations. In addition to the 

mandatory requirements of CEQA, Danville has 

developed local CEQA guidelines.

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town should review its CEQA Guidelines 

and update them as needed to ref lect the policies 

set forth in this General Plan. The Town’s CEQA 

Guidelines should a lso ref lect the emphasis 

on complete streets, including provisions for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit.

(See also Chapters 3 and 6 Implementation sections 

for additional CEQA-related actions)

CIRCUL AT IO N  SYSTEM  M A P S 

The Circulation System Maps show the locations 

of  major  s t ree t s  a nd h ig hways ,  bi ke  a nd 

pedestrian facilities, and the location/alignment 

of transportation systems management facilities 

such as the park and ride lot. The Maps are the 

official guides for future transportation-related 

capital improvements and right-of-way dedication 

requirements. They have been prepared in tandem 

with the Town’s Land Use Map, to ensure that 

future transportation improvements support the 

proposed development pattern. 

C O MPLE TE  STREE T S  ( PRO P OSED 
AC T IO N )

All cities and towns in the Bay area must adopt 

such a resolution to be eligible for state and 

federal funds administered by the Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission (MTC). 

The Town’s Complete Streets Resolution is 

supported by General Plan policies which ensure 

that future investments in Danville’s circulation 
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system will balance the needs of motorists with the 

needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users. 

The Town is committed to considering the mobility 

needs of all users in the design, construction, and 

operation of streets. The General Plan’s emphasis 

on connectivity, safety, and neighborhood traffic 

C O MPLE TE  STREE T S  IN  DA N V ILLE

In May 2012, the MTC and ABAG boards adopted Resolution 4035 requiring local governments to 

formally adopt a “Complete Streets Policy” by January 31, 2013. Having such a policy will become 

a prerequisite for receiving certain state and federal transportation funds. This requirement is an 

implementation of the Complete Streets Act of 2008 (AB 1358), which requires the General Plan 

Mobility Element to contain provisions for a balanced multi-modal network of streets, roads, and 

highways for safe and convenient travel in a manner that is suitable and based on local conditions.

The “Complete Streets” design concepts are not new to the Town of Danville, as the Town has been 

designing and constructing its transportation network with all users in mind. Consistent with MTC 

requirements, the Mobility Element incorporates Complete Streets principles: 

1. Serve all Users: All transportation improvements will be planned, designed, constructed, operated 

and maintained to support safe and convenient access for all users, and increase mobility for 

walking, bicycling and transit use, wherever possible while promoting safe and accessible operations 

for all users.

2. Context Sensitivity: Transportation projects will be sensitive to their surrounding context, 

contribute to Danville’s sense of place, and be designed with opportunities for community input. 

3. Multi-Departmental Approach: All Town departments whose missions affect the Town’s roadway 

system will incorporate a complete streets approach in their projects and activities.

4. Comprehensive Application: The complete streets philosophy applies not only to the construction 

of new roads but also the reconstruction, repaving, and retrofitting of existing roads, and the 

construction of privately built roads intended for public use.

management are important parts of the Town’s 

Complete Streets policy.

The text box below provides an overview 

of MTC’s requirements for a Complete Streets 

Resolution. 
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C OUNT Y WID E  B ICYCLE  A ND
PED E STRIA N  PL A N

Contra Costa County adopted a revised Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Plan in 2009. The Plan includes 

a map of the countywide bicycle network, with 

a number of routes passing through Danville. 

It includes goals and policies to make walking 

and bicycling a safer and more practical way to 

travel. The 2009 Plan replaced a Plan initially 

adopted by the County in 2003. The new Plan 

refined the earlier Plan’s vision, goals and policies; 

outlined a new approach for spending Measure J 

pedestrian, bicycle and trail funds; incorporated 

new regional, state, and federal policies; presented 

updated data on existing conditions; and refined 

the list of projects, programs and actions. The Plan 

includes chapters on pedestrian facilities, bicycle 

facilities, support programs, and other tools for 

local agencies. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town of Danville will amend its 2006 Parks, 

Recreation, and Arts Strategic Plan so it is consistent 

with the 2009 Countywide Plan. 

(See also the text under “Parks, Recreation, and 

Arts Strategic Plan” in this section for additional 

information.) 

D E SIGN  GUID EL INE S

Design guidelines address many aspects of the 

transportation network, including the location and 

layout of parking areas, the design of streetscapes 

and pedestrian areas, ingress and egress to 

properties, and the relationship between buildings 

and streets. Since its incorporation, Danville 

has adopted streetscape and entry guidelines, 

Downtown Street Beautification Guidelines, and 

other guidelines which shape the character of the 

roadway network.

Camino Tassajara. Photo courtesy of Paige Green.
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D E VELO PMENT  RE V IE W

The design of local and collector streets and their 

orientation to arterial streets is a major element 

of the development review process. The Town 

requires private developments to include street 

and bikeway designs that meet Town engineering 

standards and do not cause significant off site 

traffic problems. Needed off site improvements 

are financed through Transportation Improvement 

Program fees and through special assessments.

D OUGHERT Y  VA LLE Y  SE T TLEMENT 
AGREEMENT 

The Dougherty Valley Settlement Agreement was 

approved by Danville, Contra Costa County, San 

Ramon, and the developer parties of interest on 

May 11, 1994. The Agreement contains a number 

of transportation-related measures, including 

specific level of service standards; requirements 

for developers to construct or fund certain traffic 

improvements; a list of mandatory transportation 

related ef forts ; preparation and adoption of 

remediat ion plans ;  and d ispute resolut ion 

measures. Most terms of the Settlement Agreement 

will expire when the Dougherty Valley reaches 

buildout.

D OWNTOWN  PL A N  A ND  O RD IN A N CE 

T he Dow ntow n Rede ve lopment  Pla n  a nd 

Downtown Master Plan identified a significant 

number of park ing and circu lat ion related 

improvements within Downtown Danville. Some 

of these improvements have been completed 

and others remain to be done. The Downtown 

Business District Development Ordinance provides 

additional guidance relating to parking, street 

landscaping, and pedestrian amenities.

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The General Plan encourages the expansion of 

Old Town Danville along North Hartz Avenue, 

potentially creating greater parking demand in 

this area. Revisions to the Downtown Master Plan 

and Street Beautification Guidelines should be 

completed to address this impact. 

In addition, the Downtown Plan and Ordinance 

should be revised to ref lect the emerging vision 

that Railroad Avenue should be a more pedestrian-

oriented street that complements Hartz Avenue 

and is a more integral part of Old Town Danville. 

Land use regulations, streetscape design, and 

traffic planning for the street should be adjusted 

accordingly. Future Capital Improvement Plans 

should recognize the need for safe, high-visibility 

pedestrian crosswalks in Downtown Danville, 

including additional mid-block crossings on 

Railroad Avenue. The Downtown Plan should also 

address ways to improve pedestrian, bicycle, and 

transit access between the Sycamore Valley Park 

and Ride and Downtown Danville. 

D OWNTOWN  PA RKIN G 
M A N AGEMENT  PL A N

In 2010, the Town approved a Plan to improve 

parking for Downtown business patrons by 

redirecting employee parking to the perimeter of 

the Downtown area. The Plan is part of a broader 

Economic Development Strategy to promote 

Downtown Danvi l le’s businesses. The Plan 

adjusts hourly limits on parking and modifies the 

Employee Permit Parking Program to apply higher 

fees for parking in high-demand areas. The Plan 

also addresses licensing of valet parking, parking 

enforcement, and other parking-related topics. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Downtown Parking Management Strategy 

wi l l  be periodica l ly updated to respond to 

future development approvals, transportation 

improvements, economic conditions, Downtown 

business needs, changes to the Downtown Business 

District Ordinance, and/or future parking supply 

and demand studies. Additional information on 

the Downtown Parking Management Plan may be 

found in the Implementation section of Chapter 3.
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EC O N O MIC  D E VELO PMENT
STR ATEGY  ( IN CLUD IN G  iHUB ) 

(See Chapter 3 (Economic Development) for 

discussion)

EN GINEERIN G  D E SIGN  STA NDA RD S

The Town of Danville has adopted engineering 

standards for the design of streets, sidewalks, bicycle 

lanes, and other elements of its transportation 

system. The standards specify road and lane 

widths, turning radii and other geometrics, 

access requirements, maximum grades, pavement 

thickness and design, and other features that 

ensure the safe, efficient operation of the system. 

The standards are revised from time to time based 

on changing technologies, design objectives, and 

priorities. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town’s design standards will be reviewed to 

ensure that they support the Complete Streets 

principles identif ied in the General Plan. If 

necessary, the standards should be revised to 

better support bicycle and pedestrian travel, and 

to facilitate transit use.

GR A NT  FUNDIN G 

State and federal grants provide an important 

source of funding for transportation improvements, 

often supplementing local sources. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town will continue to compete for a variety 

of transportation-related grants, including those 

supporting bicycle and pedestrian improvements.

INTERG OVERNMENTA L 
C O O RD IN AT IO N

Intergovernmental coordination is an especially 

important part of the Town’s transportation policies 

and programs. Danville regularly coordinates 

with the Contra Costa Transportation Authority 

(CCTA), the Southwest Area Transportation 

C om m it t e e  ( S WAT) ,  a nd  t he  Tr i -Va l l e y 

Transportation Council (TVTC). The provision of 

bus transit and access to BART are regional issues 

which require that Danville is active both in central 

Contra Costa County and the Tri Valley area. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

Future transportation planning will involve other 

cities and the County, as well as agencies such 

as CCTA. Future plans will emphasize multi-

modal circulat ion, including new bikeways, 

pedestrian ways, and transit facilities as well as 

street improvements. The Town will also continue 

working with San Ramon and Caltrans to provide 

for the two-phase installation of auxiliary lanes 

along Interstate 680 through Danville and San 

Ramon as well as other transportation projects 

that may be proposed in the future. 

LO C A L  TR A NSIT  PL A N  ( PRO P OSED 
AC T IO N )

The Town should work with the County Connection 

and other transportation service providers to 

identify and develop appropriate policies and 

programs to address the transit needs of Danville 

residents and businesses. Two separate functions 

should be addressed:

•	 Local access to schools, shopping/ commercial 
areas, and institutional/public buildings

•	 Out-of-area commute service and regional 

connections. 

Transit planning should consider alternatives to 

fixed-route service, as well as the feasibility of 

a Downtown “Circulator,” shuttles, and other 

services which respond to local needs in a cost-

effective way. Local transit planning should place 

a high priority on improving connections between 

the Sycamore Valley Park Road and Ride Lot 

and Downtown Danville. Because of funding 

constraints, future transit plans may have to place a 

greater emphasis on niche markets such as seniors, 

students, and the Downtown Danville workforce. 

County Connection services may not be sufficient 

to meet the needs of these markets, and the Town 

may need to seek consult additional entities to 
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achieve its transit frequency and service goals. 

ME A SURE  J  C O MPLIA N CE

Measure J includes a number of transportation-

related requirements, including the adoption 

of traff ic level of service standards for Routes 

of Regional Signif icance and the adoption of 

a Transportation Systems Management (TSM) 

Ordinance by each jurisdiction in the County 

(with some exceptions for smaller cities). The 

Routes of Regional Signif icance are subject to 

addit iona l  requirements ,  including t ra f f ic 

monitoring, Action Plans, and programs to fund 

development-related improvements. The Action 

Plans include specific steps to be implemented by 

participating jurisdictions (including Danville) 

such as capital improvements, TSM measures, and 

land use policies. 

MUNIC IPA L  C O D E 

Section 8-5 of the Danvil le Municipal Code 

regulates commercial vehicles, including trucks 

and trailers. It defines truck routes in Danville 

and establishes limitations on the use of trucks on 

all other streets. The Code provides exceptions for 

Town vehicles, trucks making local deliveries and 

trucks responding to emergencies.

NEIGHBO RH O O D  TR A FF IC
M A N AGEMENT  PRO GR A M

The Town adopted the Neighborhood Traff ic 

Management Program in 1996. The Program 

promotes the safety and livability of Danville 

neighborhoods through a citizen-based approach 

to traf f ic calming. The Program is designed 

to educate and empower neighborhoods with 

tools to evaluate, develop, and implement traffic 

management solutions.

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town should continue to implement its 

Neighborhood Traffic Management Program. New 

techniques of traffic calming should be identified 

and used as appropriate. 

PARKS,  RECRE ATION,  AND  ARTS 
STRATEGIC  PL AN  –  TRAILS  SECTION 

Danville’s Parks, Recreation, and Arts Strategic 

Plan includes provisions for trails and bikeways. 

The Strategic Plan describes the importance of 

bicycle travel for recreational and transportation 

purposes and also shows existing and proposed 

routes. These routes are consistent with the Contra 

Costa Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, 

a document incorporated by reference into the 

Strategic Plan. Danville’s Plan recognizes that the 

Town’s trail system is part of a regional network 

that links Danville to parks, employment centers, 

transit facilities and other destinations beyond the 

Town’s boundaries. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 

was updated in 2009. Danville’s 2006 Strategic 

Plan will be amended to ref lect the changes and 

provide current, internally consistent direction 

on bicycle facility plans and other bicycle-related 

programs. The trails component of the Strategic 

Plan should be expanded to ensure that it captures 

the full range of projects and priorities expressed 

by the Countywide Plan. New concepts such as 

bike sharing, and public-private partnerships to 

increase the supply of bicycle parking, should be 

explored. The Strategic Plan should also advance 

the concept of a “river walk” along San Ramon 

Creek, with a potential pedestrian and bicycle 

bridge connecting new multifamily residential 

development along Diablo Road to the Danville 

Library area. 

PAVEMENT  M A N AGEMENT 
PRO GR A M 

The Town of Danville Pavement Management 

Program provides maintenance history and 

pavement condition index (PCI) data for public 

streets in Danville using software provided by 

the Metropolitan Transportation Commission. 

The pavement maintenance schedule depends on 

funding allocations through the Town’s annual 

Capital Improvement Program and takes into 
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consideration pavement condition, location and 

the type of maintenance application.

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

Street cuts by utility companies are regulated by 

Danville’s Municipal Code. To preserve the quality 

of Danville’s streets and limit disruption of traffic, 

the Town adopted a street cut ordinance consistent 

with the Countywide model. The ordinance should 

be reviewed and updated on a regular basis. In 

addition, the Town will explore ways to use its 

PCI data more strategically. This could include 

targeting a minimum standard and developing a 

program to ensure that the standard is achieved 

and maintained. PCI data should be used to guide 

the Capital Improvement Program and prioritize 

future projects for funding. 

REGIO N A L  TR A NSP O RTAT IO N 
IMPROVEMENT  PRO GR A M

The RTIP is a comprehensive listing of federally-

funded transportation capital projects for the 

Bay Area. The Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission (MTC) prepares the RTIP at least 

once every four years, taking into consideration 

financial constraints and regional transportation 

planning documents prepared by MTC with input 

from local governments. The 2011 RTIP contained 

966 projects in the nine-county Bay Area, totaling 

$11 billion. 

Proposed Revisions and Actions:

The Town will continue to develop proposals for 

new local multi-modal transportation improve-

ments and will work with MTC and CCTA to place 

these projects in the RTIP for funding.

SA FE  ROUTE S  TO  S CH O O L

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs are 

intended to improve safety and accessibi l ity 

to schools and reduce air pollution and traffic 

around school campuses. They require sustained 

efforts by parents, schools, community leaders and 

government to improve the health and well-being 

of children by enabling and encouraging them to 

walk or bicycle to school. SRTS has been funded by 

Congress and administered by the Federal Highway 

Administration since 2005. 

STREE T  BE AUTIF IC AT IO N
GUID EL INE S 

Street Beaut i f icat ion Guidel ines have been 

prepared by the Town to provide guidelines for 

landscaping and beautification. Implementation 

of the Guidelines occurs through the CIP process, 

where specific projects receive priority for funding, 

and in the development review process, where 

the Guidelines may be imposed upon a proposed 

development. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Street Beautif ication Guidelines and the 

Beautification Guidelines for the Downtown area 

will be reviewed and be updated as needed to more 

effectively implement the General Plan and the 

Downtown Plan. 

STREE T  SM A RT S

Street Smarts is a partnership between the Town 

of Danville, the City of San Ramon, Contra Costa 

County, the San Ramon Valley Unified School 

District, the San Ramon Valley Council of PTAs, 

and other community partners. The purpose of 

the program is to increase traffic safety education 

through community events, school activities, 

neighborhood initiatives, and other public outreach 

measures. 

TR A FF IC  M O NITO RIN G  PRO GR A M 

A t r a f f i c  mon itor i ng  prog r a m h a s  b e e n 

implemented on key streets to comply with the 

requirements of Measure J and the level of service 

standards in the Growth Management Element. 

The Monitoring Program requires periodic traffic 

counts and traffic studies to evaluate the impacts 

of proposed development projects on Routes of 

Regional Significance. If these road segments or 

intersections are projected to operate below mid 

range of level of service “D” (a volume capacity 

ratio of 0.83 to 0.87) following build out of such 

development, then the developer must undertake 
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or finance needed improvements to mitigate the 

impacts. If such mitigation is infeasible, the scale 

of the development must be reduced accordingly. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town’s traffic monitoring program will be 

reviewed to ensure that it implements Level of 

Service Objectives. Adjustments to acceptable 

Levels of Service may be needed to reflect anticipated 

traff ic volumes and “gateway” constraints on 

Camino Tassajara to the east of Danville. 

TR A FF IC  SA FE T Y  PRO GR A M 

The Town monitors traff ic accident data and 

other indicators of hazardous condit ions to 

determine safety conditions on Danville streets. 

This information provides the basis for weight 

and speed limits, enforcement, and traffic control 

devices to improve traffic safety. 

TR A FF IX

TRAFFIX is a congestion relief program aimed at 

school-related traffic. The program was initiated 

in 2009 using a portion of the Measure J half-cent 

sales tax proceeds. A schedule and network of 

bus routes have been established serving various 

elementary, middle, and high schools in Danville, 

San Ramon and Contra Costa County. Parents 

pay a fee to register their children in the program. 

The service eliminates the need for students to be 

dropped off and picked up in individual vehicles, 

thereby reducing congestion and vehicle idling on 

streets in and around school campuses.

TR A NSP O RTAT IO N  IMPROVEMENT 
FEE S 

In 1984, the Town adopted the Commercia l 

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m 

(CTIP) requiring new commercial and off ice 

development to pay a fee to offset impacts upon 

local transportation improvements. The CTIP fee 

helps finance needed improvements to Downtown 

Danville’s road network. In 1986 the Town adopted 

the Residential Transportation Improvement 

Program (RTIP) requiring the payment of a RTIP 

fee for each new residential unit for the financing 

of townwide transportation improvements. Both 

fees are adjusted periodically. In addition, several 

other transportation mitigation fees are in place. 

The 1994 Dougherty Valley Settlement Agreement 

established a two-tier fee for transportation 

improvements. In 1996, the Town executed a joint 

powers agreement with Contra Costa County 

and the City of San Ramon establishing Southern 

Contra Costa (SCC) Fee Areas and adopting 

SCC regional and SCC sub-regional fees for road 

improvements. 

In addition, the Town works with the Tri-

Valley Transportation Council (TVTC) to evaluate 

the impact of projected land uses on regional 

transportation infrastructure and to establish a cost 

nexus between future development and the need for 

transportation improvements. TVTC’s plans and 

studies evaluate the relationship between future 

development in Danville, needed improvements 

and facilities, and the estimated costs of those 

improvements and facilities. This information 

is used to support a Tri-Valley Transportation 

Development Fee (TVTDF) which is collected 

from new development and disbursed to fund 

local transportation improvements. The TVTDF  

is periodically updated based on changing land use 

plans, development proposals, and transportation 

conditions. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

Periodic adjustment of the TVTDF will continue 

to be required to ref lect the rising costs and levels 

of improvements needed. 

TR A NSP O RTAT IO N  SYSTEMS 
M A N AGEMENT  ME A SURE S 

As noted earlier in Chapter 4, the Town has taken 

steps to manage congestion, reduce vehicle miles 

traveled, and make the most efficient use of the 

existing circulation system. These measures are 

generally described as Transportation System 

Ma nagement  (TSM) mea su res .  T he Tow n 

participates in the Contra Costa County 511 

program, which includes such TSM measures as 

vanpools, carpools, park and ride lots, guaranteed 
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rides home, and ramp meters along the freeways. 

Under Contra Costa County Measure J, local 

governments are required to adopt a local ordinance 

or resolution implementing TSM practices. Local 

TSM ordinances are required to be consistent with 

the CCTA model ordinance.

Danville first adopted a Transportation Demand 

Management Ordinance in 1991. The ordinance was 

replaced by a Transportation Systems Management 

Ordinance in 1997. The Ordinance encourages 

a lternatives to single-occupancy driving. Its 

activities are directed at employees of both private 

businesses and the Town government itself. 

The Town also participates in the South West 

Area Transportation Committee of the CCTA 

and the Tri-Val ley Transportat ion Counci l, 

both of which deal with transportation demand 

management on a sub-regional basis. 

Proposed Revisions or Actions:

The Town will support efforts by CCTA, MTC, 

and other regional transportation partners to 

expand TSM methods using the internet, smart 

phones, and emerging technologies. Such methods 

include mobile applications (“apps”) for casual 

carpooling, ridesharing, real-time transit arrivals 

and departures, traffic conditions, and other tools 

to improve transportation efficiency.

WAYFIND ING  AND  SIGNAGE  MASTER 
PL A N

The Town is preparing a master Wayfinding Signage 

program intended to guide travelers from Interstate 

680 to public facilities, Downtown Danville, and 

municipal parking areas. The program also will 

guide pedestrian travel within Downtown. It will 

establish universal design standards for signage 

that are ref lective of Danville’s identity and it will 

address safety, maintenance, street-level visibility, 

and other considerations. The program is part of 

a broader economic development effort to attract 

shoppers and promote tourism in Danville.

ZO NIN G  O RD IN A N CE 

The zoning ord ina nce conta ins numerous 

provisions affecting transportation, including the 

Town’s parking and loading standards. Article 

X of the Zoning Code addresses transportation 

improvement requirements for new development.

(See also the Implementation sections of Chapters 3 

and 6 for additional recommendations related to the 

Zoning Ordinance.)

 

TRAFFIX student transportation service. Photo courtesy of Rebecca Elliott.




