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SRVHS Drowning Investigation Completed
No charges filed as death is determined to be accidental

Detectives from the Danville Police Department have concluded their investigation into the May 
death of 15-year old Danville resident Benjamin Curry and determined there was no foul play in the 
incident, and the death was accidental. Detectives found no signs of foul play in the death, nor any 
criminal negligence. The investigation regarding Curry’s death was extensively reviewed by the 
Contra Costa County District Attorney’s Office and no criminal charges will be filed.

Officers first learned of the case on May 8, 2018, at approximately 1:51 p.m. when police were 
dispatched to San Ramon Valley High School (SRVHS) after Curry was discovered in the school’s 
pool. A staff member of SRVHS found Curry unresponsive in the pool and immediately took action 
to remove him from the water. The staff member, along with law enforcement and fire officials, 
attempted lifesaving measures before Curry was transported to Kaiser Medical Center, Walnut Creek, 
where he was pronounced deceased a short time later.

Detectives from the Danville Police Department conducted a detailed investigation into Curry’s death 
and determined he accidentally drowned while participating in his 4th period physical education class. 
The investigation included the review of video footage from the pool area, as well as numerous 
interviews with family, classmates, and SRVHS staff, along with a final review by the Contra Costa 
District Attorney’s Office.
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The Contra Costa County Office of the Sheriff Coroner’s Division was also involved and determined 
the cause of death to be asphyxia due to drowning and that the manner of death was accidental.

For further information, contact Lt. Doug Muse at (925) 314-3700 or dmuse@danville.ca.gov.
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